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• Office Location: Ocean Prediction Center, NOAA 
Center for Weather and Climate Prediction, 
College Park, MD 

• Started: May 15, 2011 
• NWS Forecasters worked with: 

• OPC Forecasters (17, 3 vacant) 
• SAB Analysts (19) 
• TAFB Forecasters (16, 3 vacant) 
• WPC Forecasters (29, 2 vacant) 
• Hydro-Meteorological Testbed Activities 
• NASA Hurricane and Severe Storm Sentinel (HS3) 
• NEW – Key West WFO starting Summer 2014 

 



 CIMSS Satellite Boot Camp (July 2013) 
 COMET modules (GOES Channel Selection, 

Multispectral Imagery, etc.) 
 VISIT sessions (both as a presenter and a participant) 
 Developer training before tailoring to our PG specific 

forecast challenges 
 EUMETSAT Training (RGBs) 



 All training to this point has been conducted in person, 
either individually or in small groups (3-5 
forecasters/analysts at a time) 

 Use PowerPoint presentations, then a Quick Guide is made 
available for the forecasters to get quick answers to analysis 
questions.  COMET modules and blogs are also shared. 

 The Liaison interacts with forecasters post training to 
discuss the products and points out significant uses when 
necessary. 

 Training for TAFB and NASA HS3 has also been conducted 
in person, with additional information for HS3 available via 
a CIRA website.  Training will be similar for KEY, but with 
help from the SOO. 

 



 These methods have proven to work well with 
this PG, but there was some trial and error: 
 The difference between introducing products and 

providing application based examples 
 Determining whether a product is useful for a 

particular situation, rather than just blindly 
introducing products (just because it’s on the list). 

 Learning when it’s best to find products that 
compliment each other, including integrated 
displays. 



 It is very important to keep the Satellite Liaison 
positions at the National Centers to help facilitate the 
training on and transition of our current satellite 
instruments to the new, more advanced satellites 
(including Himawari, GOES-R, JPSS-1/2, GPM, MTG, 
etc.) 

 Training of forecasters in the WFOs is more 
challenging, but the Liaisons could share lessons 
learned at National Centers with SOOs, science staff, 
and forecasters 
 site visits  
 webinars 
 testbeds/experiments. 

Liaison Cube 



 Liaison visits to SPoRT, CIMSS, and CIRA (upcoming) 
 CI visits to the NCWCP 

 SPoRT visits on RGB and Ozone 
 SPoRT, CIMSS, and CIRA combined visit to occur in Summer 

2014 to focus on RGBs in A2 
 Occasional telecons to talk about PG related issues 
 Use of blogs, reports, and emails to relay feedback, 

questions, and suggestions. 



 RGB Air Mass transition to an NCEP Central 
Operations (NCO) supported product 
 Leads to easier incorporation into operations later at 

other National Centers 
 Helps NCEP and NWS prepare for the GOES-R-like 

data flow. 



 One of the first NCEP centers to use GOES-14 
SRSOR imagery in operations using N-AWIPS 

 Creation and Dissemination of the GLD-360 
Lightning Density product. 



 The first Day-Night Band imagery into N-
AWIPS at NHC for use in classifications at 
TAFB and HSU (September 2013). 



 Staffing. . .which leads to less science shifts. . 
.which leads to scheduling issues for training. 

 Satellite Paradigm at WPC and OPC 
 30 minute imagery 
 Course spatial resolution 
 Time matching issues with proxy products 
 *This is in the process of changing!!!!* 

 Technical issues 
 Firewall security! 
 Workstation degradation 
 Storage for archiving 

 Building forecaster confidence in the products and 
interpretation. 



 The natural evolution of the Satellite Liaison 
position is to become a Subject Matter Expert 
embedded in National Centers or Regional HQs 
 Trust has been built between the Liaison and the 

forecasters 
 The Liaison has working knowledge of the satellite 

instruments 
 Training has been prepared, coordinated with CIs and 

other training centers, and administered to forecasters 
 New satellite techniques have or will be identified 

through post-launch. 



 The Satellite Liaisons will most likely continue to 
evolve, complimenting the current training and 
product flow. 
 Assist with transitioning products from A1 or N-AWIPS 

over to A2 in both D2D and NCP. 
 Work with forecasters on highlighting new satellite 

techniques using proxy and eventually real data. 
 Ensure correct satellite resolutions are used at National 

Centers and elsewhere in the field! 
 Retention 

 The possibility of this position being more than just 
temporary, i.e. position retention beyond launch. 

 Be nice to us! 
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