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Recent Activities

• December 15 JPSS Science Seminar, “The Cold 
and the Dark: JPSS and the Cryosphere” in 
collaboration with Jeff Key at CIMSS and 
Mary-Beth Schreck of the NWS Ice Desk in 
Anchorage

• Two posters at last week’s AMS meeting
– Describing the Cold Air Aloft issue
– Describing efforts to improve local WRF modeling 

of Cold Air Aloft
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• Good Afternoon USCG Juneau,

Here is the latest update on the sea ice conditions near the 
vessel's latest position of 71.978345N 155.688028W.

The vessel is currently surrounded by sea ice in an area of 70-
90% ice cover. An area of 80-100% ice cover is less than 2 nm to 
the north of the vessel's latest position. A region of 60-90% sea 
ice cover lies 12.5 nm to the south of the vessel's position and 
8.5 nm to the southeast of the vessel's current position.

The situation is becoming increasingly concerning at this point 
in time. Easterly winds are expected to persist through today... 
becoming Northerly winds tonight through Saturday at 10-15 
knots. With this northerly wind flow the overall pack ice north 
of the vessel is expected to compact and shift to the 
south... closing off lower concentration ice pathways and 
options for the vessel to escape the sea ice.

Winds are expected to become westerly Saturday night and 
then southwesterly Sunday into Monday. This wind will shift 
the compact ice to the west of the vessel over to the east... also 
packing in the sea ice surrounding the vessel. It is likely 
by Monday that this area will be in roughly 80%-100% ice cover 
north of 71.55N

Early next week we are also having increasing confidence of a 
strong storm moving over the Chukchi Sea. Another item of 
concern for this vessel.

The best option for avoiding the high concentrations of ice 
compacting to a very serious situation for this vessel is to advise 
the vessel to head toward the west facing coast of Barrow.
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USCG Rescues Mariner in Sailboat 
Trapped in Ice North of Barrow

WFO Anchorage sea ice forecasters provided “phenomenal weather 
products” that proved key to USCG decision makers, said Rear Adm. 
Dan Abel, commander, 17th Coast Guard District.1/13/2015 4PG All-Hands Call



Upcoming Activities
• Evaluation of NASA/SPoRT’s RGB 24hr 

Microphysics product by NWS Alaska
– January 15th through February 28th

– By extension, also includes SPoRT’s RGB NT Micro
• Continuing work with Cold Air Aloft
• GMU and CCNY river products to be used in 

Alaska again during breakup, 2015
• Working to deliver Alaska Fire Service fire-related 

VIIRS products in time for 2015 fire season
• JPSS LOIs this week
• OCONUS Meeting in Anchorage, week of May 11-

15 
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IT Considerations
• WFO Juneau will migrate to AWIPS2 this summer, 

making NWS Alaska Region all AWIPS2
• Hardware upgrades coming to UAF/GINA through 

2015 to expand capacity for direct broadcast in 
Alaska
– Additional antenna, allow receipt of more passes from 

more satellites
– New boxes for processing and development
– Enhancements to NWS Alaska’s bandwidth should 

handle the resulting additional products
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