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The significant increase in high-quality digital data delivered by GOES-R, along with other large-volume data contributors such as NPP/NPOESS and NEXRAD, have led NOAA to develop an agency-wide solution for large-array data archive and access. This new system, the Comprehensive Large-Array data Stewardship System or CLASS, is currently being implemented by the Office of Satellite Development (OSD) and the three NOAA National Data Centers.  The existing deployment of CLASS, with operational nodes at the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) in Asheville, NC and the Office of Satellite Data Processing and Distribution (OSDPD) in Suitland, MD, will be reconfigured in the fall of 2006.  The operational site at Suitland will move to a permanent home within the National Geophysical Data Center (NGDC) in Boulder, CO, with a development environment retained at OSDPD.  The new CLASS node at NGDC will have the advantage of being accessible by the extensive research community in the Boulder region via broadband connection.  NGDC recently implemented the National Lambda Rail to allow broad band data assess via the commercial internet. Other activities taking place within CLASS include the development of image browse capabilities, Application Program Interfaces to allow direct machine-to-machine access, and improved metadata management.
