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The continuing adventures 
of the

Geostationary 
operational 
environmental 
satellite - r series 
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soon it will be 
my time to 
shine...in outer 
space! 

I’m GOES-R, which 
stands for 
Geostationary 
Operational 
Environmental 
Satellite.

The “R” stands for my 
order in the series of 
weather satellites.

like my siblings before 
me i’ll do a lot for 
watching weather, but 
i’m pretty special 
because i have a lot of 
new gadgets. 

i’m originally from 
colorado, but my 
journey to space has a 
few stops along the 
way.

i’ll be shipped in a very 
special satellite 
shipping container to 
kennedy space center.

moving me around is 
not easy. i’m over 18 
feet wide and weigh six 
thousand pounds!
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And then things get really 
exciting; i get loaded onto 
an atlas v541 launch 
vehicle-a big rocket, woo!

...22,000 miles above 
the ground and 
traveling 1.9 miles per 
second to keep up with 
the earth’s rotation.

Then I can officially 
start my job along with 
my fellow GOES sisters! 
I will take advanced 
pictures for more 
accurate weather 
forecasts, map lightning 
in real time, and improve 
the monitoring of the 
sun's activity.

after atlas and i blast 
off together my 
compartment separates 
from the launch vehicle 
and i continue to climb 
higher and higher. 

then i break 
away 
completely 
and unfurl my 
solar panel 
and antenna. 

after that i 
have to use my 
thrusters to 
get into just 
the right 
position... 

it’s going to be 
so awesome. 
i can’t wait! 
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For more information, visit the GOES-R  website at www.goes-r.gov. 
 
For information for students, visit the NOAA SciJinks website at 
scijinks.gov.

    GOES-R Facebook: www.facebook.com/GOESRsatellite 
             
    NOAA Satellites Facebook: www.facebook.com/NOAANESDIS 

    NOAA Satellites Twitter: www.twitter.com/NOAASatellites

    NOAA Satellites YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/NOAASatellites

    NOAA Satellites Flickr: www.flickr.com/noaasatellites

       Scijinks facebook: www.facebook.com/scijinks

       scijinks twitter: www.twitter.com/scijinks


