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Content 

• Introducing the Australian Vlab Centre of Excellence 

• Collaboration with EUMETSAT, JMA and other experts to gain 
familiarization with the new data (pre-Himawari-8 data 
availability). 

• Designing training resources and conducting training to ensure 
the effective use of the new satellite data by stakeholders (pre 
and post-Himawari-8 data availability). 

• Developing Himawari-8 data products to suit local conditions 

• Ongoing liaison and collaboration once the data is operationally 
available. 

• Some of our latest work and plans for the future 



Australian VLab Centre of Excellence and RAV contacts  

RAV 

Satellite Champions 

RAV contacts frequently 

attending our training 

Other RAV contacts 

Samoa 

Fiji 

New Zealand 

Vanuatu 

PNG 

Solomon Islands 

Melbourne 

Philippines 

Indonesia 

Singapore 
Roger Deslandes 

(Head of CoE) 
Bodo Zeschke 

(Main Point of Contact) 

Other important contacts: 

• JMA 

• EUMETSAT 

• CMA 

• KMA            Hawaii 

web page at http://www.virtuallab.bom.gov.au/ 



Collaboration with EUMETSAT, JMA and other experts to gain 
familiarization with the new data. 

1: Initial Online Training (2009) 3: WMO/EUMETSAT 
Workshop (2012) 

2: Adaptation of RGB 
product (2010-12) 

4: Rapid Scan Case studies DVD 
(2012) 

5: JMA and WMO experts, 
AOMSUC-4 (2013) 



Collaboration with EUMETSAT, JMA and other experts to gain 
familiarization with the new data. 

1: Initial Online Training (2009) 3: WMO/EUMETSAT 
Workshop (2012) 

4: Rapid Scan Case studies DVD 
(2012) 

5: JMA and WMO experts, 
AOMSUC-4 (2013) 

6: Satellite Champions 
and other stakeholders 

(from late 2013) 

VIC NSW 

QLD NT 

SA TAS 

WA 



Designing training resources and conducting training to ensure the 
effective use of the new satellite data by stakeholders. 

2a: MTSAT-1R Rapid Scan (HIWC Experiment)               2b: RGB products from MODIS data 

 

Severe Storm RGB Dust RGB 

Airmass RGB Volcanic Ash RGB 

1b: DVD's of case studies from JMA 

1a: EUMETRAIN ePort 



Designing training resources and conducting training to ensure the 
effective use of the new satellite data by stakeholders. 

2a: MTSAT-1R Rapid Scan (HIWC Experiment)                  2b: MODIS data onto MTSAT-2 (from 2012) 

 

 3a: JMA web 
page (2015)   

 3b:Within Visual 
Weather (BOM) 
from mid 2015 



Designing training resources and conducting training to ensure the 
effective use of the new satellite data by stakeholders. 

2b: Monthly Regional Focus Group Meetings (since 2013) 

 

2a: AOMSUC-4 Training Event (2013) 

3: National Himawari-8 
Training Campaign – from 

January 2015 

 

1: Science Week (from 2012) 



http://www.virtuallab.bom.gov.au/training/hw-8-training/ 

Designing training resources and conducting training to ensure the 
effective use of the new satellite data by stakeholders. 

Links to 
Blog page 

Tutorials 
and 

Feedback 

Resources 
and 

Summary 

Link to the useful 

CMSS Himawari-8 

Blog web page 
 



Accessing RGB resources 

JMA User's Guide to RGB 

composite imagery  

(Himawari RGB Training Library) 
http://www.data.jma.go.jp/mscweb/en/V

RL/VLab_RGB/RGBimage.html  

NASA Short-term 

Prediction 

Research and 

Transition Center 

(SPORT) Training 
http://weather.msfc.n

asa.gov/sport/training
/  

Australian VLab Centre of Excellence web 

page  
http://www.virtuallab.bom.gov.au/training/hw-8-

training/introduction-resources-and-case-studies/  

http://www.data.jma.go.jp/mscweb/en/VRL/VLab_RGB/RGBimage.html
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National Himawari-8 Training Campaign summary 
(January to October 2015) 

• Attendees to the 15 Tutorial Sessions 
• Hits on the National Himawari-8 Training Campaign web page 

 

Hawaii 

6 

214 

South Korea 

16 
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New Zealand 

6 

238 

Vanuatu 

48 

Solomon Islands 

2 

39 

Australia 

82 
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Philippines 

4 

50 

Indonesia 

18 
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Singapore 

1 

159 

Japan 

7 

336 
China 

17 

165 

Malaysia 

24 



Ongoing liaison and collaboration once the data is operationally 
available. 

2: Talking to Forecasters 

 

6: Internal Bureau Quiz 

 

5: Himawari-8 presentations 
by stakeholders 

3: Collaboration with principal 
Satellite Operator (JMA) 

Consulting with Supervising 
Meteorologists regarding 

training progress 

 

4: Regional 
Focus 
Group 

meetings 

1: Communication with 
Champions/stakeholders 

VIC NSW 

QLD NT 

SA TAS 

WA 



Developing Himawari-8 data products to suit local conditions 

1: The WMO/EUMETSAT 
endorsed 7 RGB products and 

their recipes 

Liaison with: 
• Principal Sponsoring Satellite 

Operator 
• VLab Contacts 
• EUMETSAT experts 
• Researchers (CAWCR etc.) 
• Other stakeholders 

2: Tuning the original RGB 
products for Himawari-8 data 
using the  JMA correlation / 

regression analysis (MSG vs H8) 
as guide.   

3: Development of RGB products 
by Forecasters and stakeholders 

to suit local conditions: 
• Using the new channels of 

Himawari-8 
• Creation of new RGB products 

4: Creation of  RGB case studies  
• Summer / winter, tropical / 

mid latitude. 
• Using other observations, 

NWP to verify the tuned RGB 
product 



Plans for the future 

• Attendees to the 15 Tutorial Sessions 
• Hits on the National Himawari-8 Training Campaign web page 
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Ongoing stakeholder liaison in 
optimising Himawari-8 product 

use and development 

Collaboration with JMA, 
EUMETSAT etc. and other 

NMHS in order to tune the 
Himawari-8 data for 

Australasian-Pacific region 

Closer liaison with other 
developers (GOES-R 

Development Team, CMA, KMA) 

Engage more SW Pacific Island 
stakeholders 

Attendance at conferences such 
as AOMSUC-6 useful for 

collaboration 

Plans for the future 



Some of our latest work … 

Adapting the GEOCAT GOES-R fog/low 
cloud product to Australasian-Pacific 

region 
Testing new products in 

collaboration with our stakeholders 

Ongoing testing and tuning of existing 
EUMETSAT RGB products 



Thank you… 

Australian VLab Centre of Excellence web page at http://www.virtuallab.bom.gov.au/ 


