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with proxy data. The demonstration also also aided in
familiarizing forecasters with the capabilities of our next
generation GOES satellite series. The products tested in
the WWE included Simulated Cloud and Moisture Im-
agery, Fog/Low Stratus, and Aircraft Icing Threat. All of
the products were well received and the forecasters very
much appreciated the chance to explore new satellite
tools and data.

The GOES-R Program officially unveiled its new You-
Tube channel in late February with approximately 30
different GOES-R related videos that are available for
viewing. GOES-R invites all YouTube users to subscribe to
the GOES-R YouTube Channel to receive updates when
new content is posted. The GOES-R Program is using the
YouTube channel as another important education and
public outreach tool.

An experiment to determine the nature of the poorly
understood extreme and powerful lightning flashes over
the ocean began in February with the deployment of a
sensitive Very Low Frequency (VLF) lightning receiver on
the NOAA Ship Ronald H. Brown in a research collabora-
tion between the GOES-R Geostationary Lightning Map-
per (GLM) Science Team, Office of Marine and Aviation
Operations (OMAO), Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency (DARPA), NASA, and Stanford University. The
experiment is occurring through September during the
Atlantic cruise of the Ronald H. Brown. The experiment
will estimate the lightning current in close proximity to
oceanic storms, determine lightning signal propagation
effects, and compare the ship-borne lightning measure-
ments with concurrent lightning observations from space
using the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission Lightning
Imaging Sensor (LIS), which is providing proxy lightning
data for the GOES-R GLM.

Above: Very Low Frequency (VLF) lightning receiver on the NOAA Ship Ronald H. Brown for a research collaboration between the GOES-R Geostationary
Lightning Mapper (GLM) Science Team and NOAA's Office of Marine and Aviation Operations (OMAO).

The GOES-R Ground Segment Project (GSP) Antenna
System contractor, Harris Corporation, successfully
completed the System Integration Review (SIR) and Pre-
Ship Review (PSR) for the R-1 and R-2 antennas at the
Remote Backup (RBU) facility located in Fairmont, WV on
January 23, 2013.

Assembly of the GOES-R antenna structures at the
RBU Facility at Fairmont, WV and Wallops Command and
Data Acquisition Station (WCDAS) at Wallops Island, VA is
underway and making significant progress.

The GOES-R Mission Management Prototype (MMP)
became operational in January at the NOAA Satellite Op-

erations Facility in Suitland, MD. The MMP is now in use by
the Mission Operations Support Team (MOST).

Above: Antenna construction at the RBU in Fairmont, WV: Site 3 Reflector
Assembly


http://www.youtube.com/user/GOESRSatellites/

A press release was issued January 8, 2013, highlighting
the successful Solar Ultraviolet Imager (SUVI) Pre-Envi-
ronmental Review, which was held in November 2012.

Above: SUVI Flight Model 1 instrument integrated.

The Advanced Baseline Imager (ABI) Flight Model 1
(FM1) thermal vacuum testing is proceeding on schedule
at the Exelis facility in Rochester.

Above: ABI preparing for thermal vacuum testing.

The Space Environment in-Situ Sensor Suite (SEISS)
integration with Data Processing Unit was completed in
January.

Above: Integrated SEISS Suite FM1.

The Extreme Ultraviolet X-Ray Irradiance Sensor (EXIS)
FM1 successfully completed of all post-environmental
calibration activities in March. The instrument was trans-
ported to Goddard Magnetic facility where it completed
the powered-off magnetic testing.

Above: EXIS FM1.

GOES-R Program Systems Engineering (PSE) hosted a
joint NOAA Enterprise Readiness meeting in March with
NESDIS, the National Weather Service, and Joint Polar
Satellite System (JPSS). This kick off was held to discuss

a common path forward to support NESDIS Enterprise
readiness for GOES-R, JPSS, and external stakeholders
such as Comprehensive Large Array-data Stewardship
System (CLASS), Product Distribution and Access (PDA),
Advanced Weather Interactive Processing System (AWIPS)
and GOES-R Rebroadcast (GRB). JPSS and GOES-R external
stakeholder outreach/engagement is in sync which will
continue to maximize partner involvement in GOES-R
validation testing and coordination with JPSS.

The GOES-R Program Director and Chief Scientist
participated in a GOES-R AWIPS-II Experimental Products
Development Team (EPDT) workshop held March 12-14
hosted by the NASA Short-Term Prediction, Research and
Transition Project in Huntsville, AL. The workshop brought
together AWIPS-II software and application developers
from the National Weather Service, NESDIS, Office of At-
mospheric Research (OAR), and GOES-R Proving Ground
Cooperative Institute partners.

Brainstorming sessions were held to identify applications
pertinent to accelerating the use of GOES-R data in AWIPS
II. The participants recommended a follow-on require-
ments-based code sprint workshop later in the year to
develop specific AWIPS-Il applications.
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